March 28, 2022

Mr. Martin Griffiths

Under Secretary-General, OCHA

Palais des Nations, 8-14, avenue de la Paix 10, 1211 Geneva, Switzerland,
and 1 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017, United States

Dear Mr. Martin Griffiths,

Urgent Request for the Establishment of Humanitarian Corridors in
Ukraine

The Japanese Association for Social Work Education, the Japanese
Federation of Social Workers, the Japanese Society for the Study of Social
Welfare, and the Japanese Society for the Study of Social Work work
together with social work educators, practitioners, researchers and
students in cooperation with the International Association of Schools of
Social Work (IASSW), the International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW)
and other international social work related organizations. The IASSW and
IFSW hold general consultative status with the United Nations at ECOSOC
and continue to be involved in United Nations activities, based on the social
work principle of promoting human well-being and peace.

As is well known, the recent invasion of Ukraine by Putin has exposed
innocent people in Ukraine to the horror of constant shelling and
destruction of their homes, livelihoods and civilian life. In particular, people
with diverse needs, such as children, the elderly, the disabled, and the sick,
who require assistance in their daily lives, are unable to evacuate on their
own, and many of them are believed to be still in Ukraine. In some areas,
such as Mariupol, Kherson, and Kharkiv, the lifelines necessary for daily life,
such as water, food, electricity, and information, have been cut off, leaving
people isolated and stranded without support, and putting their lives in
danger. In view of this situation, we call for the immediate cessation of this
war and ask you to urgently establish a humanitarian aid corridor under the
control of the Ukrainian government.



We have already begun fundraising in cooperation with the
International Association of Schools of Social Work (IASSW) and the
International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW), and we will further
collaborate with national and international organizations and professionals
to support displaced people, educate social work professionals and
students, and raise public awareness. We plan to continue our efforts in this
area. To this end, it is imperative that we secure a safe humanitarian aid
corridor as soon as possible.

Thank you in advance for your continued support. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

Professor Masakazu Shirasawa,
President, Japanese Association for Social Work Education

Mr.Yoshihisa Nishijima
President, Japanese Federation of Social Workers

Professor Katsunobu Kihara
President, Japanese Society for the Study of Social Welfare

Professor Takashi Koyama
President, Japanese Society for the Study of Social Work
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